
Key Guidelines for Making a Research Paper Outline 

  

A research paper is an important piece of academic writing. It is made compulsory in college or 

universities for students to write a research paper to check their research and writing abilities. Writing a 

research paper needs beforehand planning so that it will help you produce a good research paper. It is a 

time-consuming process, so you need to make a well-structured and well-organized outline to provide 

you with directions. Just search for a reliable essay writing service to get your work done within a 

desirable time or take guidance from the essay experts. 

  

Before writing the final manuscript of any essay or research paper, you should outline it. Before writing 

an essay or a paper, a dissertation writing services would always recommend establishing an outline. It 

will assist you in organizing your thoughts logically and deliberately. Furthermore, you will most likely be 

aware of the supporting data at the start of the writing process. Additionally, you will stay motivated 

throughout the writing process if you create a detailed outline. 

 

 

  

Here are few guidelines to create a comprehensive guideline for your research paper before writing the 

final manuscript 
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Title page 

The title page is the front page of your research paper that presents your name and title of the research 

paper.  You don’t need to further edit this when a title page is created properly while developing the 

outline. It should include the following elements 

• Topic title 

• Name of the author 

• Author’s affiliation 

• Course title or code 

• Submission date 

• Authors note (if required) 

  

One thing to keep in mind while creating the title page is to style of format required. For instance, the 

title page for APA will differ from the MLA format.  So, the format must be kept in mind, and create the 

title page accordingly 

  

Abstract 

An abstract of the research paper is a summary of the paper. After the title page outline, the abstract 

and will include the following elements 

• Main arguments or ideas 

• Research aims or objectives 

• Research methodology 

• Major findings of the research paper 

  

An abstract of the research paper varies between the length of 150-200 words, so outline your paper 

accordingly 

  

Table of content 

Make a rough outline for the table of content. A table of contents would give your readers an idea about 

what they would get to know in the research paper. It helps to organize the sections and chapters of the 

research paper in an organized manner. 

  



Sometimes it can be difficult to write a paper and, in such cases, you can always hire a custom essay 

writing service to assist you in your task. It would save you from a lot of hassles and you can get a 

perfect paper written by a professional essay writer. 

  

Introduction 

An introduction is the crucial part of an essay or research paper. It gives brief background information 

on the topic under discussion. It also addresses the research question of the paper and tries to answer 

that research question. Based on the introduction of the research paper your audience will decide 

whether to continue it or not. When I write my paper, I include the following elements to write an 

introduction that is impressive and engaging for the readers 

• It is always suggested to start the introduction with a hook. It is one of the most important 

techniques to grab your reader's attention.  It could be an overwhelming fact or statistics 

related to the topic. 

• After that add historical background information related to the topic 

• Add some general information about the topic 

• Then comes the main part, the thesis statement. It gives an overview of the paper that shows 

why the topic under discussion carries great importance. Make sure that your thesis statement 

must be clear, understandable, and specific 

  

Body of the research paper 

It is the main part of your research paper.  It must consist of several paragraphs within different 

sections. The body should include the main information, evidence, supporting the main arguments, and 

examples. Your paper should be consistent from top to bottom. Moreover, the style and citation must 

be according to the format required by your instructor. 

  

The main elements that should be included in the body of your research paper are shown below 

  

Literature review 

A literature review is the important part of the research paper that comes after the introduction. It will 

present information on literature that has been presented by various researchers previously related to 

the particular topic. It will help guide you through your research. Moreover, it can be used to highlight 

the research gaps in your area of research. 

  

Materials and method 
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As the name indicates it includes the material and methods used to conduct the research work. It is a 

completely separate section. Every research needs various techniques and a set of instruments to 

conduct the research hence, you need to add descriptive information on the techniques used. 

  

Results 

At the end of the paper, the author is required to present the main findings related to the research. A 

good research paper will make use of facts, figures, and tables to justify the arguments made in the 

research paper. Make use of statistical software to present your results. Make sure the tables and 

figures you have presented are clear, concise, and understandable. 

  

Discussion 

Some of the research papers require a combined section for results and discussion. However, a separate 

section for discussion is better. In the discussion part, the author is required to make sure if the 

expected results are achieved or not. 

  

Conclusion 

It is the final part of the research paper.it summarizes the main ideas or arguments of the paper. Start 

with restating the thesis statement. Continue with mentioning the goals and the methodology used to 

achieve those goals. No detailed information is required. 

  

Bibliography 

At the end in a separate section enlist all the sources used in the text according to the required format. 

Students find it difficult to get done with bibliography however, TheEssayWritingService.com can do 

this job for you 

  

Appendix 

This section is not mandatory but if the document requires an appendix section include tables, facts, and 

charts. 

  

 

Useful Resources: 

Key Lessons I learned through Essay Writing 

Strong Research Skills the Key to Professional Essay 
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Pros of essay writing services, you would love to know about 

Ideas to Fix Comma Splices in Essays 

Students enjoy summer break without worrying about school! Thanks to CollegeEssay.org 
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